Love at First Byte

One of the
primary risks
of meeting
people on the
Internet is
that so many
people
misrepresent
themselves.
Young people
pretend they
are older,
older people
pretend they
are younger
(and have
more hair),
boys pretend
they are men,
and girls
pretend they
are models.
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From online dating to wedding Web sites, Tech Talk’s resident technology
guru answers your questions on romance in the computer era.

By Karin Rex

My sister is getting married!

e#Since I am the only computer-
savvy one in the family I have been
asked to create a wedding Web site for
her and her fiancé. Where do I start?
A First, talk with your sister and her

efiancé to formulate a plan for the
Web site. What type of information do
they want to share? Some possibilities
include their "how we met" or "how we got
engaged" stories, engagement
announcement, a scanned invitation,
wedding party bios and pictures. For a
complete wedding site, add links to online
gift registries, wedding day travel and
accommodation details, links to their
photographer's Web site to order pictures
after the wedding, pictures of their
honeymoon - almost anything you can
think of! (As you can see, this can be a
long-term commitment for you as well as
your sister!)

Once you know what they want, many
online resources are available for you to
use in creating a wedding Web site. Some
sites offer a free Web site in exchange for
placing advertisements on the page; other
sites charge a small monthly fee (usually
less than $10) but visitors won't have to
put up with ads. Here are some sites for
you to check out:

http:/lwww.theweddingtracker.com/
http:/lwww.weddings.myevent.com/
http:/lwww.wiredwedding.com/
http:/iwww.celebrateourlives.com/
http:liwww.ewedding.com/

Once you have created the page, be sure
to send an e-mail containing a link to the
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website to friends and family so they can join in the
celebration. Some couples include the Web site address on
their invitations as well.

My mother, a widow of two years, has

ebeen asking me if online dating is safe or
not. What should I tell her?
A One of the primary risks of meeting people on the

eInternet is that many people misrepresent
themselves. Young people pretend they are older, older
people pretend they are younger (and have more hair), boys
pretend they are men, and girls pretend they are models.
None of this presents much of a risk as long as your
mother is aware that this type of duplicity occurs and
follows a few safety guidelines.

Advise her to:

» Be careful what she reveals about herself - it's one thing
to divulge a penchant for peanut butter and banana
sandwiches; it's another to give out her phone number or
physical location.

* Be overly cautious. Take all of the time she needs to get
comfortable with somebody before revealing any personal
information. If somebody pressures her for personal
information or tries to trick her into revealing such
information, she should trust her instincts and end the
exchange permanently.

» When and if she meets somebody special and decides to
share personal information, she should take it one step at
a time. She chould chat on the telephone a few times with
her prospective match before meeting (remind her that
others may have caller ID, so at first she may want to use
a pay phone). When and if she does decide to meet the
person, she may insist on a public place and bring a
friend.

It's probably best to steer your mother towards one of the
better-known online dating services as they are easier to
navigate and tend to have a few more safety nets in place
(for example, requiring users to have a valid e-mail
address). Here are a few sites for your mother to visit:

http:/lwww.eharmony.com/
http:liwww.silversingles.com/
http:/iseniorfriendfinder.com/
http://lwww.primesingles.net/
http:/iseniorscircle.com/

| Each month, Tech Talk will answer your technology-related
questions. If you have a question for Tech Talk, send an e-mail to
techtalk@lifestylemagazineinc.com or write a letter to LifeStyle
Magazine Tech Talk, 2000 Turk Road, Doylestown, PA, 18901.

Karin Rex fwww.karinrex.com) is a freelance writer and technology trainer who
believes that the geek shall inherit the earth.




